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SUMMARY 

The activities performed during the first two months of the MEU project have been devoted to putting 

in place the operations, the organization and the concrete time- and task-planning of the project. Vari-

ous contacts that existed prior to the start of the project have allowed us to identify urban projects in all 

of the four partner towns, as well as the respective collaborations with the academic partners for the 

year 2009. 

On the scientific level, we have started working on the data that has to be made available, in order to 

implement an efficient energy territorial planning. It is necessary to elaborate a data model giving rise 

to structured and relevant information on the urban energy systems. All the aspects – environomic, 

social, regulatory, cultural and so on – must be included in the database, in order to have the largest 

possible set of information prior to the decision-making. These different aspects have to be analyzed 

as a function of their reference scales, which can be classified along three classes: the municipality, 

the urban zone and the neighbourhood. 

The urban projects are conceived at the level of neighbourhoods, which is the reference social scale. 

However, a performing urban energy planning should insert the considered neighbourhood in its na-

tional, regional, local and geographical context. Indeed, the regulatory framework, the local actors in 

the energy field and the available resources in an urban zone will potentially all have a decisive influ-

ence of the system design. 

These preliminary thoughts, contacts and activities have clearly shown that it is difficult to define a 

data structure which is satisfying for the broad spectrum of actors involved in the urban energy field: 

they also highlighted the utmost importance of determining clear limits to the system to be considered, 

as well as the necessity to establish a hierarchy of the manifold aspects to be treated (energy perfor-

mances, soil use, and so on). 
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