Lorestan Newt
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Why it is important to protect the Lorestan
Newt (Neurergus kaiseri)?

Kaiser's spotted newt (Neurergus kaiseri), also
known as the Lorestan newt or emperor spotted
Newt, is a very colorful species in the
Salamandridae family. It is endemic to the
southern Zagros Mountains in western central
Iran. Populations of this newt have been
declining in the recent past and the International
Union for Conservation of Nature has rated it as
"critically endangered”, due to its tiny range (it
inhabits an area of less than 10 km2), continuing
habitat loss, and the illegal collection of
salamanders for the wild animal trade. This
species was recently added to Appendix I of
CITES (Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora). In
2008, the wild population was estimated at less
than 1000 individuals. However, a new survey in
2014 estimates a total number of about 10,000
adults.

Due to its rarity it is important to have a
comprehensive plan and strategy to protect this
species from any disturbance which may further
threaten. To achieve this, environmentalists
should persuade people particularly the nomads
who live near the habitat of this species to
cooperate with them in order to preserve it.

We should know that it is our duty to protect
this species for our future generations.

L PR o]
Swiss CITES Management Authority
Dr. Josef Senn- WSL. Switzerland
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